ISKANDER.                              3Sl

' I was educated at the Court of Transylvania/ replied
Nicseus, looking down with a somewhat embarrassed air.
* He is a famous knight, Christendom's chief bulwark/

The Turkish commander sighed. ' When we meet again,'
he said, * may we meet with brighter hopes and more buoy-
ant spirits. At present, I must, indeed, say farewell.'

The Prince turned with a dejected countenance, and
pressed his companion to his heart. ' 'Tis a sad end/ said
he, ' to all our happy hours and lofty plans.'

'You are as yet too young to quarrel with Fortune,' re-
plied the stranger, * and for myself, I have not yet settled
my accounts with her. However, for the present, farewell,
dear Niceeus 1'

4 Farewell,' replied the Prince of Athens, ' farewell, dear
Iskander!'

CHAPTER II.

was the youngest son of the Prince of Epirus,
who, with the other Grecian princes, had, at the commence-
ment of the reign of Amurath the Second, in vain resisted
the progress of the Turkish arms in Europe. The Prince
of Epirus had obtained peace by yielding his four sons as
hostages to the Turkish sovereign, who engaged that they
should be educated in all the accomplishments of their rank,
and with a due deference to their faith. On the death of
the Prince of Epirus, however, Amurath could not resist
the opportunity that then offered itself of adding to his
empire the rich principality he had long coveted. A Turk-
ish force instantly marched into Epirus, and seized upon
Croia, the capital city, and the children of its late ruler
were doomed to death. The beauty, talents, and valour of
the youngest son, saved him, however, from the fate of MB
poisoned brothers. Iskander was educated at Adrianople,